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Liberal Democrat Principles in Local Government 
 

The Liberal Democrats have a strong and proud tradition in local 
government.  For Liberal Democrats, local government is key – 

localism, community politics, and a real commitment to devolved 
power are all hallmarks of the Liberal Democrat approach. We pride 

ourselves on working hard “all year round, not just at election time”. 
 

Every week, Liberal Democrats in every part of the country knock on 
thousands of doors, deliver Focus leaflets, attend community 

meetings, and speak to residents to find out what local issues people 
really care about and how we can help them find solutions that work 

for them. 

 
Liberal Democrat action and activity is inspired by four core principles 

for local government: 
 Devolution and participation 

 Openness and transparency 
 A welcoming, outward looking and sustainable approach 

 Giving value for money 
 

Liberal Democrats in Falmouth:  
Serving the Falmouth Community 

 
Liberal Democrats believe that Falmouth Town Council has a key role 

to play in protecting services for the community, as it is the only level 
of authority not currently restricted in raising money for 

services through caps imposed by Tory government legislation.  This 

has enabled the Town Council to take over services which Cornwall 
Council is no longer able to undertake because of the Government 

imposed spending limits, keeping public toilets open and taking over 
the running of the library.  

 
Liberal Democrats will protect existing services, involve the community 

and provide value for money.  We recognise the importance of 
delivering services for the whole community of Falmouth and will build 

on Falmouth’s strengths, attractions and traditions.  In this context, 
Falmouth’s maritime and artistic heritages are both key to making the 

town the attractive place to live that it has become today.  The town’s 
traditions of openness, internationalism and welcome date back to the 



days of the Falmouth Packet ships: these are core Liberal Democrat 

values, and we seek to nurture and strengthen them. 
 

Liberal Democrats are aware that the structure of council tax imposed 
by Government legislation has a heavy impact on residents with lower 

incomes and that the Town Council has a responsibility and a duty 
to be efficient and accountable.  

 
An Approachable and Transparent Town Council  

 
To quote the introduction to the Local Government Transparency 

Code: Local authorities and local people want to see published open 
data. While compliance with this Code is not compulsory for Town 

Councils, Liberal Democrats will ensure specific voluntary compliance 
by Falmouth Town Council with the Local Government Transparency 

Code - showing that there is nothing to hide, and aiming to increase 

public understanding and satisfaction with the work of the Council. 
 

An Open Budget Process 
 

Liberal Democrats in Falmouth make a commitment to transparency, 
which has been significantly lacking in the way in which the Town 

Council has been run in recent years.  Liberal Democrats will abolish 
the small closed subcommittee which develops the draft town budget 

in advance of its presentation for final debate and approval, ensuring 
that all councillors are involved throughout the process of budget 

making.  Liberal Democrats will also ensure that the Town Council 
always holds a public meeting sufficiently in advance of its annual 

budget meeting to enable public comment and input on budget 
proposals.  

 

Although the framework of legislation means that local authority 
budgets are agreed one year at a time, this should not prevent the 

development of budgets in the context of a longer term perspective.  
Alongside the annual budget, the Town Council should develop an 

indicative five year strategic budget plan with the full involvement of 
the community. 

 
The addition of major expenditure to the budget in the middle of the 

year, such as the costly renovation of the Old Post Office, is not good 
practice.  Major projects should be introduced through the normal 

annual budget process, published clearly and sufficiently in advance of 
their adoption in order to ensure that the views of the public can be 

heard before projects are commissioned.  



 

Supporting Local Employment 
 

Liberal Democrats believe that Falmouth must not only be an 
attractive place to live, but an attractive place to work and to visit.  

Falmouth’s existing strengths in the maritime, creative and media, 
technology and tourism sectors must be encouraged and developed, 

and Liberal Democrats actively support continuing dialogue between 
the Town Council and the town’s employers.  Liberal Democrats will 

encourage local businesses to embrace apprenticeship schemes. This 
can be achieved by working together with local schools and 

employment agencies to raise the issue of making it easier and more 
cost effective to employ an apprentice. 

 
The Future Shape of Falmouth: The Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Liberal Democrats across the UK have consistently opposed the 
centralisation of planning decisions by Tory Government, whereby 

Town and Cornwall Council planning committee decisions are 
overthrown by the Planning Inspectorate at national level.  We shall 

continue to oppose inappropriate development to the maximum degree 
possible while seeking to ensure that Cornwall Council does not 

continue to incur massive legal and administrative costs fighting 
applications when there is no chance of upholding refusal. 

 
Without the adoption of a Neighbourhood Plan, national legislation 

makes it impossible for local authorities to plan and steer 
development. Liberal Democrats therefore welcome the work and 

initiative from within the Falmouth community that has been involved 
in the production of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. While we may not 

agree with every minute detail of the final document when it is 

published, Liberal Democrats will campaign for the adoption of the Plan 
in order to give a framework which gives local people maximum future 

control over development strategy – although recognising that there 
will even so be limits on what can be achieved because of overall 

constraints set by central Tory government. 
 

The University 
 

Liberal Democrats embrace the University, which supports local 
businesses, adds to the prosperity and attractiveness of Falmouth and 

Penryn, and has gained national recognition as the top university in 
the UK for the creative industries. To keep on enhancing this 

relationship, the Town Council needs to maintain constant positive 



communication with the University and with the Cornwall Council 

planning committees.  The growth of the University has to be sensibly 
managed and staggered, so that increases in student numbers do not 

impinge on the infrastructure of the two towns or put additional 
pressure on Falmouth’s housing because accommodation is not yet 

available. Liberal Democrats have already sought to define the 
conditions to ensure managed expansion, but were voted down in the 

existing Town Council by those who want to maintain unrealistic and 
unsustainable opposition. Liberal Democrats welcome the commitment 

to the management and phasing of expansion which is contained in the 
new Cornwall Council Site Allocations Development Plan Document. 

 
Housing and Regeneration 

 
To meet the housing expansion targets laid down in the Cornwall 

Council plan, it is essential for new building to take place at the edge 

of the existing built up areas, although a secondary contribution can 
be made by redevelopment opportunities within the town.  With the 

constraints of geography, this is realistic. Liberal Democrats will seek 
to ensure that the new building forms the core of new sustainable local 

communities. 
 

Affordable Housing  
 

In order to address the shortage of low cost housing in Falmouth, 
Liberal Democrats will strive to ensure a minimum 35% threshold of 

starter homes on new developments in Falmouth is offered to help 
local people acquire the freehold to a home.  Liberal Democrats will 

support development of existing available land within the curtilage of 
the town and wider areas for purpose built low cost and/or rentable 

residential homes for local people. 

 
Private rented housing 

 
The introduction during 2017 of the Article 4 Direction alongside the 

preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan is essential and welcome. 
However, further ‘HMO hotspots’ exist in the area of Penmere Hill, 

Kings Avenue and Tregenver Road, and the zone east of the A39 in 
which no further HMO conversions will be allowed under the Article 4 

Direction should be extended to include an area surrounding Penmere 
Hill, Kings Avenue and Tregenver Road. 

 
The minority of landlords, many of them absentees, who do not 

maintain their properties cause problems both for their tenants and for 



the wider neighbourhoods in which their properties are situated. To 

encourage improved standards, Liberal Democrats will investigate the 
viability of a voluntary local kite-mark scheme for private landlords.  

 
Purpose built student accommodation 

 
The new Cornwall Site Allocations Development Plan identifies sites at 

the Penryn campus and Treliever which will provide sufficient new 
accommodation capacity for the growth requirements of the 

Universities within the plan period, and it is not expected that any 
additional sites or accommodation schemes to those identified within 

the strategy will be required.  However, Liberal Democrats recognise 
that some of the student community will still prefer to live in the town; 

unless there is a response to this demand, there will be further 
pressure on rents and standards in the private sector. 

 

Liberal Democrats therefore believe that it is essential for applications 
for new purpose built student accommodation in Falmouth to be 

assessed entirely on individual merit, be subject to strict design and 
management conditions, and not impinge on existing residential areas. 

In this context, the use of the Penwerris Lane site, the Ocean Bowl 
site, the Rosslyn Hotel site or the Four Winds site for PBSA does not 

appear appropriate. 
 

Town centre traffic 
 

The current arrangements to restrict traffic from the main street do 
not work properly: far too many vehicles try to pass through Church 

Street and Arwenack Street that are not entitled to do so.  Part of the 
blame lies with the small and confusing signs at the entrance to 

Market Street.  Liberal Democrats will press for new, visible and easy 

to read signs at the entrance to Market Street making the traffic 
restrictions clear to drivers, and for effective enforcement of the 

restrictions, for example through the installation of a camera.  The 
street environment would be further improved through 

pedestrianisation during the daytime at weekends, limiting access at 
these times to emergency vehicles and the shuttle bus.  

 
While some town centre sites have potential for development which 

includes housing, the implications for traffic flow along the main street 
are critical: any additional vehicle flow will work directly counter to the 

objective of improving the town centre environment.  This is 
specifically relevant in considering any proposed development at Fish 

Strand Hill. 



 

Parking 
 

Residents and visitors to Falmouth need to be able to park their 
vehicles, with streets currently clogged up by vehicles many of which 

originate outside Falmouth and are parked in residential areas near the 
town centre throughout the working day. Liberal Democrats regret that 

Cornwall Council’s recent botched draft parking scheme appears to 
have made it impossible in the short term to design parking proposals 

that are seen to be fair, effective and financially sustainable.  
Nonetheless, Liberal Democrats will work with residents to contribute 

to the process of seeking alternatives in advance of the formal 
consideration of the parking issue by Cornwall Council’s cabinet in 

autumn 2017. 
 

Liberal Democrats believe that Falmouth Town Council should take 

over responsibility for public car parks within the town and take a new, 
holistic approach to the management of car parking.  This would 

include the introduction in the car parks serving the town centre of a 
30 minute free ‘pop and shop’ period and the replacement of the pay 

and dispay system by a ‘pay on departure’ system.  Liberal Democrats 
will also back more vigorous enforcement of the existing parking 

restrictions. 
 

Liberal Democrats are committed to the regeneration of Falmouth 
town centre.  It is important that development, in particular at the 

Church Street car park, is as attractive as possible to residents all year 
round, and not only to summer visitors.  It is critical that fears be 

allayed that changes in parking arrangements mean that local people 
will no longer have easy access to the town centre.  At least until 

alternative parking arrangements are in place, it would be desirable for 

the regeneration of the waterfront to be phased to retain an area of 
public car parking in the Church Street car park additional to the needs 

of the disabled, businesses and town centre residents. 
 

The intention to increase parking facilities at the Quarry car park and 
create parking at the former Territorial Army site as an integral part of 

any development is highly welcome.  Accompanying enhancement of 
the shuttle bus service to ensure easy access to the shops from these 

locations is likely to be a vital contribution to making such an approach 
successful.  Consideration could also be given to identifying whether 

the New Street car park might also provide scope for deck or multi-
storey parking as has been suggested on the Quarry and TA sites. 

 



Dracaena Skatepark 

 
The proposed high quality skatepark at Dracaena Fields is an especially 

welcome initiative which Liberal Democrats warmly endorse. 
 

Falmouth Community Hospital  
 

The apparent lack of clear commitment by the NHS to the future of 
Falmouth Hospital which was shown at the recent NHS Sustainability 

and Transformation Plan presentation means that the Town Council 
must be vigilant and play an active role in the campaign to ensure that 

it will continue to serve the community.  In the context of the 
development of the docks and maritime industries and the growth of 

the university, it is especially important that the health and social use 
of the Falmouth Community Hospital is retained, and Liberal 

Democrats will support proposals for its regeneration.  In addition to 

the Day Hospital, specialist care and rehabilitation facilities, the 
existing Boscawen Ward and Minor Injuries Unit must be retained: 

they provide a valued contribution to the health service for Falmouth, 
Penryn and the wider local community, especially in the context of the 

frequent and often severe overloading of the A&E unit at Treliske. 
 

Cultural Hub of Cornwall – for all the community 
 

The library, the art gallery and the Dracaena Centre, complemented by 
the Poly, the cinema and others, are already recognised as pioneers in 

outreach to the whole community of Falmouth; Liberal Democrats will 
support and encourage this work. 

 
Green Falmouth 

 

Liberal Democrats will strive to ensure all Town Council buildings and 
facilities use renewable energy sources to reduce the carbon footprint 

and support local businesses to follow with an incentive award. 
 

Liberal Democrats will maintain and enhance our open green spaces 
and protect them from development, and will support the creation of a 

succession of tree planting and landscaping schemes including the 
Green Corridor from Swanpool. In addition, we will ensure that any 

tree that has to be removed will be replaced. 
 

Liberal Democrats will seek to ensure that all public and private 
transport operators comply with current emissions legislation. 

 



Public Transport  

 
Liberal Democrats will strive to ensure that local transport operators 

provide an easy to access frequent service on major routes so that 
Falmouth residents can travel to the town centre, seeking to extend 

operating hours and investigating the introduction of a seasonal 
Sunday service on our excellent shuttle bus, and will continue to 

campaign for a direct bus link between Falmouth and the Royal 
Cornwall Hospital at Treliske. 

 
Liberal Democrats believe that the rail link to Falmouth plays an 

essential and growing role, and support the improvement of station 
and information facilities, the lengthening of the platform at Falmouth 

Town to enable service improvements including three carriage trains 
formed of newer rolling stock, and the introduction of machines at 

Falmouth branch stations for buying tickets and collection of tickets 

booked online.  Liberal Democrats will continue to investigate the 
practicality in the longer term of a direct summer service between 

London and Falmouth.  
 

Liberal Democrats - Working Together across Cornwall 
 

The Liberal Democrat campaign programme for Cornwall emphasises 
the commitment to open government and value for money and sets 

out three key priorities to remember: 
 Building council houses and affordable houses 

 Ensuring fair pay for all workers delivering council contracts 
 Protecting social care funding and lobbying the Tory government 

for a fair deal for health and care for Cornwall.  
 

The Liberal Democrat team in Falmouth is working together with 

colleagues across the whole of Cornwall, and will be linked to a strong 
team on Cornwall Council committed to standing up for Cornwall. 


